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CHRISTMAS ON A RED

RIVER PLANTATION
IVir lh Sunday Uaictta

Tho first lodlcativn of the annual re-

turn
¬

of thin aeflioD of hilarity ii hog
killing tlmo Thla eonw ottrly or late
auoutHilug to frost but from that tlmo
on be il late or early thcro la no
raoru uork in tbo darkles no moru
Btudy luirhlto children no raoro pick-
ing upTohlps and mlndlnif the baby fn
nicanlnnles Tbeybmo Chrfcmus In
do bonoa

Tho darkloa baeln to savo up eggs
and nuts to mako ptraimmon bjer and
to watch for tho fatuwt poaaum liaunld
la tho bottom whllo tho children
black and white beflu to navo up ho
bladders Inflated ond dried for a cau
nonado before the big house door at
daybreak Chrbtmnj morninp

The cotton la nearl oil picked only
scrappj remnanu of it uhltcca huro
and thero mtr the bron tlolda of

ttalks OroaifUntaof It are heaped
about tbo bin n urors and the old gin
alnca and L i J i and tnokaandlusiKa
from aun i i ui dim t Lii pome huge
greedy muniier iryi g v ortt up u cur a

rations lu a tuntu vHwi lilnv too and lauh and
joke and play hookey When Jo ahouM
be hlllinK potatoeaIh la Iftanlnz on hla

to who will catch th others Christ--

mua auu wncn uu iiw
hun leg theeod ha la loaflng urder
the big bare oaka In tho bottom alng- -

Cbrl mua cool i Ut onol a far
PtfnprJSJuabar

To i aWIwe I tho aide of Iho

hm i full of winter apples and the
Korcoli drj from theukr pnisu

coding MiUWItaB
aroanS e anJ plga root in th
Tky marf of cmahod opple by th

Vn fattened bog la Uedby lh Jg
h XtSSSi lnrbad and letk- -

b M3ren Und by awed but fascl

roniPfH reo- -

rfnoasineaaieSgEi
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evtinin mor
wuthwwd Bna the k

lalerVwllh

of oW Taxi river a Lt ui

OIT KKLONQ DAU VIQOEB T
lenly roan along to tho Mlnlwfppl
tiouoVioiunith enaw and qukUnwlM
fringed with greon wtllowa and siher
cotlonwooda miipod on the Indian Tai
ntorritdo nlth frowninff rtd bluff
and dark Croenoodnr bruh The cum
beraom old ColbcrL fert bout ptougha
andffruntsoor Haeoa of blood aad
tbo rude tkliT of nn Indian huntp
tkulkit near tho banks wboro Iho dwr
comoa to drink

Indoore the pteannnioo rtwitt tatera
andflnj hull yull qitoiUiij In the
ember m ihe t awning chlmnoj cor
nor their mothers ww quilt rags and
Bbg ewup umsttiiaT nK whtlo up ut
tho Wif house ol Mia put down on A
Bbrto iu thy ou m to her IU tus to pet
win n tho flroua to town for Chribtinas
tiailinir 0vr fmijiiiieu IhkiU mMlo
bivtvkn black and gold heads wlnoper
inp about l hriMtnaH nnd lettors to
hrftntaClauB aip confident luimmlttwl
to ihoamokii and Biwrki of iho tall
bilck clitntipti

fao ChristuKw up poaohod
At IihT curuta tliu climax of knful an-

ticipation
Ole MUa coe to town
Olo Mama orders tho oarria and

storras and twoare ubout noKecW
hnrnttpj rolwlnif cishioua unmalohtHl
bridles nulling on hU big buckskiu
glurwaDdBuptiitntcudlair Aunt Milly
uhlloHhooovurv the floor of the car
i Infje wjth hot nn In and tuck tho buf
falo robo over thorn

What doois not Iho trip lo town ale
nlfj

Citron raion otrrant fruit and
nuta pulverised sugar and aworlud
candk wlnoforjelllea brandy for effg
nog and rum for tho punch aud pud
dlugand boetof all and nuwt tanta
IUIdr thoao nibtarlous paokHgo gmat
uud btnall to Iw put ana unopened
und unexplained till Christmas ove

Alvrajs goos tho old coach flanked
by a mottled otccrt of children and
followod by tho Bound of god epoeding

oioes as iar a tnc posiuro yau i ncn
martiiy prairies ana

rwio io town
IntfrrtutTJum on tho

planUuun BerFflnt and chlldreu hold
hleh carnival Work drm midday
dinger is la to allotted task aro forgot- -
ten inocnudren raoe tu rough tuo
houae leaving doors open banging on
tho old wjuaro piano Jn the durkonod
parlor Aunt Jlllly iijjfi louder than
e eras she passes from the outdoor
Icltchon to tho dining room and Har
riot ho houtwinaid soolds and threat
ens in aln

Christmas comes outoncta jear
Oh hi ho m bonev

Every nitqrer wants his shosr
Oh hi ho my honey

And M the day wi urs ou
1 bo phadows lenirthen eastward Ben

oomos homo with tho cows Tho fat
old lurkejs turn round and round on
thair ro t and tho wood chopper
chorus rings from the cabin yard

JfM
IU time ole Miss and ole Moflsa were

back
Aunt Mllly strains her eyee from the

kitchen door coffee pot in hand as she
adds an extra handful of berries to the
grinding and dings

Klntr Jeaus Hues a mliv white host
SedobeediulatnbI

He ride bun up an down de crow
heedeblecdlnlsabl

Ob pore Dan uh who a on de lords shleT
Ob uoro Vaa ul whos on de lords aWaf

Coney heaps armful after ormful of

flrewood on the back porch and Har
riet makes way for a huge beck log
which he leaves behind the andirons
piling in front of them green logs and
light wood till the room is a War of
warmth and glory for ole inbw will bo

oold when she row home At last lt
comes tbo familiar old carriago creep
ing like a beetle over the brow of the
big hill Away fJles the escort of chil-

dren and dogs ecreoralag end running
over tho rutua roao acraw wv j
tore

Harriet stands broom in hand call
leg to them from the porch hor vole
lost in the a lad and the firelfgbtdano
fng back to her through tho open door

Aunt Mllly sings on putting in the
blcults to bake and giving tbo coffee
a flnal through the

Creak goes the heav pasture gate
pa bed scraping ih ground by hm
brownarms and sturdy jtllov kg It
comes the caniagc and tope Theo
9oehaolamoringocr whetin nnh a
enddifogon seats- - thref tnd four deep

tbe Uaby in mutlierH lap aud the
pkon Ionics on the 1 or u r Uio
buffalo robe and banging on i mnd
Tbun on they come the tares rutUIng
the horses Huuklug the curtain fiap
plcg the children laughing the doT
barking and cle Mits and cle Maaoa

mlllnff
Home tweet boms

Tbo carriage It unload nt
Miiljk ulaiuii thogiwi t icuviihAs w h
ih rstnial pridi as a kin v old claim

i l till iTflrf u till iXHiPir if
mttiioupaeViiRrtond tho oliUdnn do U Uu h m ai uud oirv ui eriou witn h caff oi nut anu baud

l luih hmte glad f et that
i uni cmi HUpi r -- gnaiirun

of piuk fricdiiata iih it red tfi u
hwipcd on ojm h of whlU btiled we- -

namafixiQbutur and coflca as Is
AaUQtn

nt n comes sleep
She lays her warjn whitn floger tlps

oq caMU and skj on human eye lids
and human hearts on human carus and
human joyti sho broathtts on tbo faco of
uuuiernna tiao noKra ana bruu
child and mother and alt sleep The
tuoun Onraoii up In low silrorjriuisUnoss
nnd smiles and koepa watch ever tho
leupoft tho hnuioa Uw Wi and

pons tho Mnds and juugloa and the
tlloLt fnllju field

All is rest
Oul tho rlverastilt run on roaring

and omplalnlng ovor Jt uga and
liilrksaiiiis It is bloody and troucher
uus hwiklng but they know it and lovo
it and Ood ktop them nil

And now hurrah for Chrfotaaa
The cakes aro leaked row upon row

lood and candv decked they wt upon
thoanti7 htho Tho lfuddlng Is
made and miuco pics by U dosuns
Turkeys are ruuitetl stutTtMl with bread
cruinthp sago nnd onions u barbocuod
sboatltes brown criftpand whole with
a red apple In its mouth and possum
nnd tati in ltmnei in oily doUelousneas

Comiuj a ootutng from town and
tbo d ikii Bvru guiog tobave a daiK o
In tho barn ar tbc children havo hai
their Clitielmas trwj

Miss Mattlo ha Vvonat work all day
with her girl frlonds who are itdting
her nod young MarbVilUehlMcHtuKHl
to the top of iht barn ffettlnj his good
olothw uusty and his blaok curia full of
cobweb flxfug tho tree und hainritig
tho pneseuta fot Uu lHUe idggum

I ho eattdlcs on tho bracket
aiound tho wall arj lighted
and ah old threclogged skhM
irop etoo in a corner goto rid hot and
tiles Unfoup its own lliiOt warming tho
itiom

HUU the doors must bo guarded to
Kooptmt lmuthitlvo aimclpumo tjen
The carriage und bugglos hao come
from town otnptlng tuolr toads f

tnvnj inukerHonthehpUabltpricbi
The girls jio diett lng ttnd ebittilng
upstiir tin iu4r mondrlakinMUniiJ
in Mant illi h Kioto ami tlm il
hons mi iicliin iwiHt ha arl fjmtd
H d iiMrPiit in the otubltt S tine
liojs audK11 hniMomo tnerfrom tho
nolghbofiug platiiatlotis on horn back
and tna dogs an barking at the uuu
hital stli uud i xiikUKUt Now the
barn doors uro thumn ouco

Iu rush th i oh lid run Had their
aeaicoly leoxinfrci mothers Old Santa
Ih there olieoqutotis nnd few hundetl
familiar with iaeh uaino and itticoriea
ponding face Mam WIUIo Is ndiwhig
hut who notices that la not OuiSuuia

nerbodv
All aro iitmuiborod fi om granny

Lia who Is 101 to the IllU st name
less pleanlunlo on Iho plantation Black
eyos danct white teeth grin Olo
Hanln dancL too highly pleased nith
JilroBolf and his Bubject

Now thoehlldienaro wnt to bod
Tha grown darkies lino tliomselics
abont the walls Uuclo ISbancter with
his Iddlu and Jim wtlli tits banjo take
tholr plaocs and tuuo up Matt TJaan
must open tho dauuu with a break
down Tho music strike up Chtckon
in tho llrofltray and Matt nhnkoa
one foot and then tho mhojvvppnreuUy
tasee Hat t lhligcw arp ut nl oi der
XotrholsolT t -

liack steji and doublc sufTltfl cut do
pigeon on wing rock de cradlo hd
iipoiy uo

Jl as cosy Glterlong dar ulggvTl
Chicken iu do bread tray luck

jKek wek
taadj in do parlor step step step
Umphu chlinn glm mo loom

Tho uhlto folks clanth ii hundH sit
ting in chairs aroma tboVu Tho
datkioiiut tlmo slapping their kiiccs
and rolling the li ej es up lo tho ruf Uu
Tlt imibiu grows fot r and wilder
Matt reds and tookf and kocps up u
chanUng undtrtono of words tt tbo
tune

Mass WUUo ootnes In sleek aud Hinil
Ing with flakes of Hut In his back hair
and ou his clothes

No one notlooa him
Mutfciarrlu the day

TUD TAMILIAR OLU CAHUIAUK

turn dripper

Tbo sweat rolls off his ebon face and
tho chant comes only In broken itrita

Tlincs up tries some one and tbe
music stops-

Theuup jumps ole maaaa
Olre us Duty Nejwrm bo crlei

and all cloar tho floor1
Hu seize ole miss round lLo watt

and oontmands the ooys to choose tholr
iiarters Ole miss resists with all tho
laughing might of her it pounds but
to no purpose bhe Is lugged to iiur
locc fttaUhe oung wuplo fill up tho
otUIlon

riiuto yc jiartnersana wtiancenur
cries old mashaHhe have liad an 3gg
nog ami a cherry bouiioe that after-
noon Happing his coat tails nearly ovor
his shoulders and singing Kith the

away down ysoder fa the Uftd of
ottae

Cinnamon seod so a inndy bo torn
aUok iwu awaj awaj iu Uixln

FHist four furord and b k airin bo
goes on oir loltlhg looso old miss
ham Tqr if ho should sho would maki- - a
brtuk for th wall
Ob uobutlwteat iiiea uu dc good olo

buiur
Make iy motif go fitter fllttsr flutter
Umkfcwsy awav away la Utile

The dsrklentlug too patting their
knees andxa lug

Va ja git it An niawa Uun
oh iuUm vouugi i j in all

liiiulafe oh miss ivfiiHp to hustaln
hr rCrurd hi lifok can Jown
dfi ire to b ilg icil W id und tlie
j ii ii rf ii in Ii i u f iff Wiyj
m n r I D l iu k W ill a carr
in hia in A a u tt dirkica lsw
th flo r

Up mmes the moon Again bui her
white fingers carrj no Jp on thiir
tip this lire Ju gi tli i dan- - lib
th eaQdli f a i ejuliaunwo an l thi hk
ten are rowBfrua hri iip wi i uit

H Jioniiil in th t old moiiira

ai Rranm Hit- 11 rtUrp v

Ui H j ti i uivn t ti HIM iinrlttHIJill friin t - I 11
U I i

in- anii
uooiii n

angoa iu their

u

r

r and dt wn tint
btm Slati gotheuoori vrthAlta a
of light th mM whil Boori nt thehilU it U lat but tho tva miu t aaio
ft rfffuojrx aud olo uitn hin apple
toW Ohmiwdlrwt Mattleia the
brv Unsf sitting b the Urn too done
up fer act Ho si rvleo

e young children turn oer and
mtfmbuln their sleep dibtunbodby tbo
uawonted uolso aud lauip ltgftl

But after a while 4knco and dark
ness come The child nm sleep the
Rirls and tovs ilream of parties urd
eneh othur cue inassa snores olo mls
thinks of tbo first daughter who died
the tint Christmas tho turned in thn
hew hoiMC and Uio tuouu gix1 dm it
tho stars fade nnav and a nw da
creeps over the nd blulTs or the toi i
torj and stands llptoo ou tho brink of
Ite eternity

lloom gw the first bladdergun
Vhrmnu glf olo mis
Chrismu itr ole massn

It U Christmas morning on the plan
Ion nvrrp tniVTtat

A CHRISTMAS DINNER

AT MOUNT VERNON

iFmni rupiimalieil alantuvrlit f the late
0 tur iirkliiinii

On w A i urirtttv day ireaml tin
Iawk PHilire uud u to Mnttm imiOn lh lust t ur niHen f w rond tliere
was not a PMilttary dMvlllnb or dhM-jr--

nay On n in lili n Iu hi wmrth tame
m a

a
1l flit Willi Ulna l4aarf

Tliioutli ihi tKtiliiK tu tin irecK hi u
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iiun rt and of mom uf Mill h the n t fs
lm Oilli t tn

dm of one of thei n iinitMe in uro
Tis wdlil ly a diiu whtli ln cnuwh n

turn i i ntrn lut ii ti tin uf tho
alio nil li W mill m all ntli tl nitK
a miIii of ivorl Wnliiill He eoun
tarn ll lit of iiiiiHiloiiluif Wh
t nti ell Mttfttti in u4uig ii far I had
tinvtlil L i ti ii k inf ii unit lit
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